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sincerely mourned by her old ally. " She was," he
said, "my second self, the irreconcilable enemy of
our enemies." * Sully was at once sent to persuade
her successor to embark on an anti-Spanish policy,
and to conclude a yet closer alliance with France.
James I. was at first eager for peace with Spain
and spoke of the Dutch as rebels who deserved no
help. But the discoveiy of a plot for his assassina-
tion changed his mood, and he listened to the advice
of his wiser ministers, especially of Cecil, who,
though unwilling either to engage England in a
struggle which might overtax her resources, or to
assist France to acquire the sovereignty of the
Netherlands, was averse to any peace which should
not effectually limit the power of Spain. Olden
Barneveld also came to England to plead in person
the cause of his countrymen, and impressed the
British Solomon by the vigour of his genius and the
cogency of his arguments. James listened com-
placently to proposals for a double marriage between
the Dauphin and his only daughter, the Lady Eliza-
beth, and between Prince Henry and Elizabeth of
France- In the treaty which was finally signed
there was no mention of these betrothals, but the
English King promised to allow soldiers to be levied
in England and Scotland for the defence of Ostend
besieged by the Spaniards, while Henry IV. engaged

* The expression occurs in a letter given by Sully in the Economies
Roy ales ^ of doubtful authenticity, since it purports to have been written
by the King on the day before that on which we know that he heard
of Elizabeth's death, and bears other traces of Sully's workshop for
manufacturing documents. But Henry says very much the same
thing in a letter written to his ambassador in England shortly after.